
January 11, 2019: The Beginning of The Seattle Squeeze Necessitates Swift Action on 
Transit, Bike, and Pedestrian Infrastructure 
 
Today marks the beginning of the Seattle Squeeze. After years of insufficient action on bike, 
pedestrian, and transit infrastructure deployment, the coming years will be painful for Seattle 
commuters. However, much of this pain could be avoided.  
 
The MASS (Move All Seattle Sustainably) Coalition formed to push the city to provide people 
with comfortable options to get to where they need to go and reduce carbon emissions by 
creating realistic alternatives to driving alone. During the period leading up to the Seattle 
Squeeze, the city has: 

● Delayed RapidRide lines. 
● Constructed only 4% of its 2018 bike lane goals. 
● Put the Center City Connector on ice. 
● Failed to keep sidewalks accessible through construction sites.  
● Dragged its feet on an improved crosswalk signal policy.  
● Failed to fully implement the One Center City recommendations that were developed 

nearly two years ago. 
 
While a handful of changes are planned -- such as a circulator bus in West Seattle and 
subsidized rides to public transit stops with Lyft -- it will become increasingly apparent over the 
next couple years that these changes are grossly inadequate. For that reason, MASS has put 
forward a list of pragmatic changes that would make a meaningful impact. The MASS coalition 
urges the Mayor’s office to take these recommendations seriously and implement them as 
quickly as possible.  
 
Media can contact the following MASS coalition members for comment: 
 

- Owen Pickford: Executive Director at The Urbanist - 424-234-6936 - 
owen@theurbanist.org 
 

- Meg Wade: Organizer at 350 Seattle, 206.476.7200, meg@350seattle.org 
 

- Ken Anderson: Political Director at Seattle Subway, Anderskg@gmail.com 
 

- Brent Tongco, Senior Director of Communications & Marketing, Cascade Bicycle Club, 
303.828.7794, brentt@cascadebicycleclub.org 
 

- Gordon Padelford, Executive Director, Seattle Neighborhood Greenways, 206-963-8547, 
gordon@seattlegreenways.org 
 

- Katie Wilson, General Secretary, Transit Riders Union, 206-781-7204, 
katie@transitriders.org 


